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Aaron Spencer Fogleman and Robert Hanserd (eds.), Five Hundred African Voices: A Catalog of
Published Accounts by Africans Enslaved in the Transatlantic Slave Trade, 1586-1936
(Philadelphia: American Philosophical Society, 2022).

Catalog number:

249

Name(s) of African providing account:

Bussrah = Richard Willicks

Date account recorded:

1838

Date account first published:

1838

Date of entry creation:

23 September 2021

Source:
Her testimony as translated by Margaret Lambert (a “Portuguese-Kanga”) printed
within news story headlined “Unexampled Horrors of the Slave Trade in 1838” on the first page
(i.e. 177), col. 2, in the newspaper The British Emancipator, no. 31. London: Central Negro
Emancipation Committee, 1838.
Comments:

None

Text of Account:
“7th. Richard Willicks, country name Bussah, a captured slave, about 32, apprenticed to Kew
estate. Questioned by Robinson. He wasn’t on deck; was kept below; they never let them up till
the first day man of war come; from the day they left Guinea, till man of war took them, they
never come up! They took victuals and bring them; them give them two pints of water a day; it
tasted saltish. In the morning they gave them good water; in the evening they gave them saltish
water. When they left Guinea, they give them meat cut up in little bits in the rice; and it was saltmeat, like cattle-meat salted. The meat they got after the catch in the middle, at sea, no taste
good; but it was cut was cut quite little little; and it was so dark where he was, that he couldn’t
see it. When they bring the bad meat, and they wouldn’t eat it, the Spaniards beat them, ‘oh so!’
they beat them so that they lay down there till in the morning, and they were there dead; the
many that died under the beating was so many that he can’t count them. For the sake of not
eating the meat it was that they were beat. He wouldn’t eat the meat, and he was beat himself.”

(See facsimiles below.)
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